
I am very excited to be part of the  Austin Filipino-American Association 
(AFAA). As Austinites, we are very fortunate to have an association in 
Texas.  If you are not aware of what the association does, here is a synop-
sis:   
 
The Austin Filipino-American Association is a public, non-profit organization 
providing community assistance and recreation, promotion of the Filipino 
culture, and representation for the Filipino commu-
nity in Austin, Texas and vicinity.   
 
One of the methods used to assist the community 
is through the publication of a newsletter.  The in-
tent of the newsletter is to keep members and non-
members informed of upcoming activities, current 
events, history and so on.  The goal is to keep the 
community together and involved.  So, relax, and 
enjoy the newsletter.  You may be surprised what you know or better yet, 
don’t know…. 

The Austin Filipino-American Association (AFAA) is once again transform-
ing Fiesta Gardens into a melting pot of cultural celebration:  music, dance, 
martial arts, arts & craft, and other fun entertainment that will surely bring 
delight to festival goers.  This event takes place on Sunday, October 28, 
2007 at the Fiesta Gardens (2100 Bergman Ave, Austin, Texas) from 11 am 
to 6 pm. The festival offers exotic Philippine food while enjoying a program 
of Philippine and other Asian cultural performances.  General Admission is 
FREE!  We welcome canned good donations at the admission entrance as 
part of our effort to help Capital Area Food Bank. 

As you enjoy this Philippine fanfare, you might as well try some exquisite 
Philippine cuisine, such as Chicken Adobo, Pancit, Milk-Fish Soup, Sho 
Pao, Menudo, and Dinuguan (chocolate meat), a genuine delicacy of the 
Philippines.  And for dessert, try some “Puto,” a steamed rice concoction; 
taste sweet banana-based delicacies; or partake with delicious flan – Philip-
pine style! 
 
This FAMILY FRIENDLY  affair is sure to bring fun to everyone!  Children 
are invited to participate in our talent and costume contests!  Mabuhay! 
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Upcoming Events:  

· General membership 
meeting in November 

· Christmas Party to be held 
at McBeth Center on De-
cember 1, 2007, from 4 pm 
to 9 pm, potluck, Admis-
sion is $1/individual; 
$5/family 

· Mrs. Philippines contest 
January/February, 2008  

S ee  us  on  th e  w eb :  
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Contact us at:  
10901 North Lamar Blvd 
Suite B- 206 
Austin, Texas 78753 



��	��
���������������	���

����
by Susan Fifer  

 

                           
 * May we post your picture on the web site?       (    )   YES       (   )   NO 
 
Please indicate below what committee(s) you are interested to participate: 

o    Membership and Recruitment 
o    Entertainment/Social 
o    Food Committee 
o    Marketing/Outreach                                                                        
o    Publication/Editor 
 

 
(   )  Single Membership         (   )  Family Membership      (   )   Student Membership  
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Get connected! Join the Austin Filipino-American Association and stay in touch with the Filipino community. 
Fill out the application form and mail it to the address on front of the newsletter. 

 
   (   )  New application                       (   )  Renewal                            (   )  Update      
        
Name: ____________________________________ Birth Date: _______________ 
Spouse Name: ______________________________ Birth Date:_______________ 
Address: ___________________________________________________________ 
               ___________________________________________________________ 
Phone number-home: ________________ Phone number-work: _______________ 
E-mail Address: _____________________________________________________ 
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     AFAA had definitely made a mark in Austin with our various cultural presentations all throughout the 
year. We need to maintain the momentum by continuing to show our presence in the community.  

AFAA has or collectively as Asians our voice can be heard. As citizens of Austin, we Filipinos must 
show that we are actively participating in the cause that affects our lives here in America, especially is-
sues that impact Asians. But to be successful we must without a doubt show a strong group within our 
community. 

 Now, more than ever we need your participation and commitment to AFAA.  
We are updating our membership list. Please fill out the membership form and send it back to us. We 
will continue to inform you what is happening in our community. We also have projects all throughout 
the year that may interest you and may want to get involved. We definitely welcome new ideas and ex-
pertise to keep our association alive. Your participation is absolutely ESSENTIAL! 
     We also welcome new Seton nurses from the Philippines. In the future we will 
strive to be more accommodating to any Filipinos that are new to Austin. 
     I appreciate the efforts of our officers and to those that keeps this association vi-
brant. Let us give them our support by getting involved. 
    Maraming Salamat po.                                                                                               
 

     You’ll be  
glad you did!    
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The association recently conducted an election of officers.  The members  voted the following individuals as the 
new officers for 2007—2008.  Congratulations to all of these fine ladies and gentlemen.   
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Did you know that a Filipino-American named 
Eduardo San Juan designed the Lunar Rover or 
"moon buggy" which was used by the Apollo as-
tronauts to explore the moon? 
 
For additional facts, see:  
http://www.geocities.com/fasa_usc/culture/filamonth.htm 
 
 

The history of the Philippines  is believed to be-
gin with the arrival of the first humans in the Phil-
ippines by land bridges at least 30,000 years ago. 
The first recorded visit from the West is the arrival 
of Ferdinand Magellan on Homonhon Island, 
southeast of Samar on March 16, 1521. Perma-
nent settlements in the island of Cebu were es-
tablished with the expedition of Miguel López de 
Legazpi in 1565, and more settlements continued 

northward with the colonizers reaching the bay of 
Manila on the island of Luzon. In Manila they es-
tablished a new town and thus began an era of 
Spanish colonization that lasted for more than 
three centuries. The Philippine Revolution against 
Spain began in April of 1896, culminating two 
years later with a proclamation of independence 
and the establishment of the First Philippine Re-
public.  (For further details, see: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
History_of_the_Philippines#Philippine-American_War) 

Elias Lorenzana– President 
      Tess Abbott– Vice-President 

         Divina Fox– Treasurer 
       Mia Baldonado – Executive Director 

Vacant– Secretary 
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Did you know that October is officially observed 
as Filipino-American History Month?  To com-
mensurate this wonderful occasion, here are 
some facts: 
 
Did you know who invented the fluorescent light? 
AGAPITO FLORES invented the fluorescent light 
in the early 1940's, thus the name FLUOR-RES-
CENT. Source: Information adopted from Filipino 
American National Historical Society (FANHS) 
Instruction Kit 1992 
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Caption describing picture 
or graphic. 
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Halloween Costume Contest: 
 
Parents, please do not forget that the Barrio  
Fiesta will host a Halloween costume contest for kids 12 and under.  If kids 
do not want to join the contest, they can certainly enjoy the entertainment, 
such as: dancing of Tinikling, Pandanggo sa Ilaw, Maglalatik, Hawaiian and 
Polynesian dances, Salsa Aerobics, and Asian Martial Arts demo to name 
a few. 
 
 

Special  thanks to the following individu-
als for translating the Saheli Safety Plan 
in Tagalog: 

Garcia Ruben 
Gigi Hobson 

Rica Greenwood 
Susan Fifer 
Vic Rosuello 
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