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t Welcome back to the AFAA newsletter. Barrio Fiesta was such a suc-
cess that the association strives to have another joyful event during the & November, 2007
Christmas Party on December 1 (see flyer). With the advent of the

4 holidays, it is now the opportune time to embrace our kababayan and & )

4 strive for excellence in our community. Volunteers and memberships &  Upcoming Events:

# are always welcome! So, come and join us as the new year arrives.

i Don't get left behind during the holidays and as the new year rolls in.

Volume 1, Issue 2, Balita

e

- General membership
meeting in November

- Holiday Party on Decem-
ber 1, 2007

AFAA has many things in store for 2008! | hope to
see you during the holidays and | wish you and your
| family a Happy Thanksgiving, Merry Christmas, and a

/ - Mrs. Philippines contest
4 Happy New Year!

February, 2008
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Inside this issue:

Editorial page
The Austin Filipino-American Association (AFAA) has once again transformed the )
Fiesta Gardens into a melting pot of cultural celebration of music, dance, martial Editor’s note
arts, arts & craft, and other fun entertainment to celebrate the 5™ Annual Philippine

Festival. The event took place on October 28, 2007, 11:00 AM to 6:00 PM at the Filipino tradition

Fiesta Gardens in Austin, Texas. The guests were treated with delicious Filipino Holiday party .3
cuisine at reasonable fare. AFAA invited Indian and Thai food vendors to provide a
variety of food to festival goers. Guests ate with gusto while regaling themselves Our history

with a series of cultural entertainment showcased during the main program.

Photo gallery
Performers put on a very good show consisting of Filipino folk and pop dances,
songs, and martial arts. Friends from different cultural groups were also there to per-
form Capoiera (Afro-Brazilian martial arts); cultural dances like Hula, Hawaiian, Ta- Toy drive
hitian and Vietnamese dances; and a Salsa Aerobics number.

Success of Barrio

Upcoming event
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Volunteers surely were exhausted after coming in early in the day to set up and

decorate the Fiesta Gardens and staying late to break down and clean up. But the Volunteers
success of the festival was confirmed by the presence of approximately 1,000

guests was enough to bring smile after a long exhausting day!
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Tess Abbott assisting the kids during the Hal-
loween costume contest *

Vic Rosuello singing his “Harana”

Page 2

Attendees watching the “CAPOEIRA DA RUA"-
Afro-Brazilian Martial Art*

*Pictures courtesy of Eugene Hsu
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4 On behalf of AFAA, thank you to <

4p all officers, volunteers, support- &
& €rs, participants, vendors, media, 2
and to everyone that contributed
to the success of Barrio Fiesta!
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See how well you know the Filipino tradition. Connect column A to its corresponding definition on

column B. Good luck! (Answers on page 4).

Column A

Simbang Gabi

Puto bumbong
Parol
Mano

Maligayang Pasko

Column B

Traditional gesture whereby a young adult puts
the elder’s hand to his forehead to show respect
for the elders

Holiday delicatessen
Merry Christmas
Star lantern

Midnight Mass
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Jing Franklin, a member of the association, would like your participation during this holiday
season. She is looking for toy donations, candies, chocolates, etc to be shipped to kids in the
Philippines. Monetary contribution are also welcomed to pay for shipping charges. For further
details, please contact Ms. Jing at: jingfranklin@yahoo.com

(Answers on next section)
1. Who was the First President of the Philippines?
A. Imelda Marcos
B. Emilio Aguinaldo
C. Jose Rizal
2. What does “Ang Pangulo” mean?
A. The Troublemaker
B. The church
C. President of the Philippines
3. Who is José Rizal?
A. The current president
B. National hero, advocate for reforms in the Philip-
pines during the Spanish colonial era
C. First native of the archipelago to resist Spanish
colonization

Here are the answers to the Filipino tradition.
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Simbang Gabi Traditional gesture whereby a young
adult puts the elder’s hand to his forehead to
show respect for the elders

Puto bumbong ,. Holiday delicatessen

Parol Merry Christmas

Mano Star lantern

Maligayang Pasko

Midnight Mass
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AFAA Officers 2007

President- Elias V. Lorenzana, Jr., JD.
Executive Director Mia Baldonado
Treasurer- Divina Fox

Secretary (Vacant)

Committees and Chairs

Membership Committee Co-Directors

- Susan Fifer

- Pia Lorenzana

Sports & RecreationSgt. At Arms- Rommel
Corro

Cultural & Entertainment Aurora Hillin
Youth Dance Group

Hospitality & Food- Eve Ortaliz

Fund Raising Tess Kallick

Editor - Susan Fifer

Cultural Shows/ProgramsGig Hobson, Tess
Abbott, Jing Franklin

General Counsel Elias Lorenzana
Newsletter Rica Greenwood

AFAA Youth Officers

President Alvina Roche
Vice-President Sidney Olivarez
Treasurer- Kevin Garcia
Secretary Erica Lay

Youth Membership Committee
- Lizel Vinson

- Leslie Vinson
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(See www.afaaonline.org)

2006 - 2007 Board of Directors

Dr. Ramon L. Ortaliz
Sammy Tolentino
Henry Templo

Vic Rosuello

Martin Lizarraga
Elena Cablao

Tess Kallick

Erwin Ballarta (Pending)
Ray Morillo

Clyde Prestwood Jr.
Susie Kang

Eging Olivares
Divina Fox

Rachel Caragan
Marites Kallick

Lou Bailey

Martin Lizarraga
Betty Flores
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Editorial page:

For comments or suggestions regarding Balita, please
email your valuable input to:
ricagreenwood@hotmail.com
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