
It’s my privilege to serve as your president for 2008-2009.  I hope to-
gether we can disseminate the beauty of our culture and richness of 
our heritage to the Austin community and its neighbors by continuing to 
host events like the Flores de Mayo, Pinoy Idol and the Holiday Gala.  
Let us continue to participate in other Asian community events to dis-
play the true definition of Filipino camaraderie.   
 
I’m sure you’ve heard by now that AFAA is hosting the 2008-2009 Mrs. 
Philippines of Central Texas Beauty Pageant on April 19, 2008.  This is 
a fund raising event that promises to bring excitement and fun not only 
to our five candidates but to pageant supporters like you as well!  
Check out each candidate’s profile at our website, http://www.
afaaonline.org, and while you’re online, go ahead and vote for your fa-
vorite candidate.  We will award the candidate with the most number of 
votes the “Online Choice” award during the night of the pageant.   
 
Speaking of the website, we’ve recently added a menu called 
“Community Events” where we can place links and information about 
community events that AFAA endorses like the upcoming Austin Fil-Am 
Basketball League which begins on March 22, 2008.  For future event 
postings, please contact anyone of the officers or myself.  We’d be 
more than happy to help you promote your community endeavors. 
 
Let me end my letter by thanking you all for your continued support and 
patronage of the AFAA.�

How many of you think that last year was a great year?  This year is even bet-
ter!  Just look at all the upcoming events that AFAA is involved in.  We are 
certainly growing!   
 
Without members and the dedicated volunteers of the association, we would 
not have an AFAA.  To continue our success, I encourage each and every 
one of you to actively participate, whether on foreground 
and/or the background of some of the events and meet-
ings.  You will not regret it.  You will gain long-lasting 
friendships and even family members.  So, for 2008, par-
ticipate, educate, assist, and importantly, enjoy the AFAA! 
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Upcoming Events:  

· March 22, Easter Picnic 

· March 22: AustinFilAm 
Basketball League 

· April 19:  Mrs. Philippines 
Beauty Pageant 

· May 3:  Asia Fest 

· May 24:  Flores De Mayo 

· July 24:  “Pinoy Idol” 

· Dec 13:  Holiday Gala 
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Contact us at:  
10901 North Lamar Blvd 
Suite B- 206 
Austin, Texas 78753 

VISIT US ONLINE: 
 
www.afaaonline.org 
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For the past 3 months we have received several inquiries and membership applications from our web.  AAFAA 
welcomes those of you who are new to Austin!  Being a member of the AFAA Community certainly is an opportu-
nity away from our country, to keep in close tab to our Filipino roots. Periodically we have programs and events 
that you can participate. 
   Sharing your expertise and needs are important to us so we can assess what best our asso-
ciation can serve you. We definitely need fresh ideas and energies. 
   Please come to our events, meet new acquaintances and enjoy the Filipino foods. 
 
 

How many individ-
ual islands make up 
the Philippines? 
 
According to the 
WorldAtlas.com, 
7100 individual is-
lands 
 

Courtesy of  
WorldAtlas.com 
 
 
Picture of Mayon  
Volcano 

 

"Gawad Kalinga (GK) translated in English 
means to “to give care”, and it is an alternative 
solution to the blatant problem of poverty not 
just in the Philippines but in the world. GK’s vi-
sion for the Philippines is a slum-free, squatter-
free nation through a simple strategy of provid-
ing land for the landless, homes for the home-
less, food for the hungry and as a result provid-
ing dignity and peace for every Filipino."  Join 
us on March, 12, at 6:30 pm, St. Mary’s Cathe-
dral-Donahue Cafeteria, 203 E. 10th Street 
(Brazos) 
 
For more information, contact Jennifer 
Macalalad @ 512-947-7430 or e-mail 
JMACALALAD@austin.rr.com 
 
http://www.gawadkalinga.org 
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Don’t forget to vote.  Your vote counts. 
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� President - Tess Abbott  
� Vice-President - Betty Flores  
� Secretary - Lilibeth Reyes 
� Treasurer - Divina Fox  
� AFAA FDN Executive Director - Mia Baldonado  
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10901 North Lamar Blvd Suite B- 206 
Austin, Texas 78753 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


